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Report on the National Conference EMIN  

October 7, 2014  
(World Day for Decent Work)  

Senate  
Parliament of the Czech Republic 

 
 
The Conference was held under patronage of the Vice – president of Senate Mr. Zdeněk 
Škromach.  
 

In his opening speech, Vice-President of Parliament Zdeněk Škromach reviewed 

developments in Europe and the Czech Republic since the resolution "The role of minimum 

income in combating poverty and promotion of social inclusion in Europe", adopted by the 

European Parliament in the 2010 European conference at the same time committed to 

efforts to reduce the level of poverty in the Strategy for 2020. Despite being in Europe, a 

strong focus on poverty reduction, the poverty rate is still rising. The factors are: 

unemployment, employment, low-income, low education, changes in the family structure, 

disability, or also the influence of drugs, alcoholism, migration or ethnic minority. Increasing 

the number of people experiencing poverty undermines the basic democratic principle of 

equality of all citizens. According to statistics, the Czech Republic has the lowest percentage 

of people living below the poverty line in the EU, but this percentage is very relative and 

depends on the methodology for assessing the extent of poverty. European Council 

committed to a balanced socio-economic policy of the EU, the cornerstone could be the 

appropriate system of minimum income schemes in all Member States. The minimum 

income can act as an economic stabilizer, since it is known that countries with social 

protection system at a high level much more resistant to the effects of the crisis. Minimum 

income is seen as a complement to other social security benefits to create a so-called. 

"Safety net", the last prevents the risk of poverty and the revision level of subsistence and 

existence minimum.  

 

Other speakers also pointed out the commitments of the European Council and the 

Commission concerning the design of an adequate minimum income, which in Europe is 

perceived as 60% of the median income, the need to keep people living below the poverty 

line in an active approach to life.  

 

Dagmar Kocmánková, project EMIN coordinator in the Czech Republic clarify the 

intention of the project, which is funded by the European Commission and allocated to the 

years 2013 and 2014. In this project play important role non-governmental organizations 
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that are closer to people experiencing poverty and trying to reach consensus on an adequate 

and accessible minimum income. The project is the exchange of experience among national 

networks, refinement of definitions and criteria for this concept. Czech EAPN in cooperation 

with the Ministry of labor and social affairs prepared a report on the conditions for the 

adoption of minimum income scheme within the existing benefits from the state budget. 

The main pillar of the system of assistance in material need. The system of assistance in 

material need is targeted at people with insufficient income. The main condition is low 

income and inability to improve the situation on their own. Entitlement to benefits in 

material need is the right of every citizen. Under this system are paid three kinds of benefits: 

• The Allowance for living 

• The Supplement for housing  

• The Extraordinary immediate assistance  

 

The dosage varies according to the composition of families.  The families with 

children are linked to 2.4 times the subsistence level in adults depends on the subsistence 

minimum. Monthly subsistence minimum dose is 2,200 CZK, it is 87 EUR. This applies from 

1st January 2012 and although prices are rising, a further increase has occurred.  The 

persons in material need have the health insurance for free.  

NGOs point out that the failure to link the benefits and activation employment, 

extensive retraining measures are not adequate response, and more people are "working 

poor", people who earn less than enough to cover basic needs and even young unemployed 

if they have higher education. Social services are focused more on rehabilitation than on the 

effects of prevention. Due to the economy in recent years has been how to benefit in 

material need and social services reduced state budget.  The lack of social counseling that 

would serve people at risk of social exclusion on the basis of job loss, housing loss or debt. In 

the long term it is not addressing the issue of social housing. Housing Supplement is abused 

by owners of commercial lodging by the poor and makeshift dwellings require exorbitant 

rents. People living in excluded localities lack of information and poor socio-economic 

background does not allow them to get out of poverty. Exaggerate the level of exploitation 

of poverty benefits, they also support the media. Central government authorities make little 

use of sources of information from non-governmental organizations; mutual cooperation is 

often only a formal character.  

 

Non-governmental organizations dealing with the reduction of poverty and social exclusion 

also recommends:  

 Policies include the principle of mainstreaming social inclusion  
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 Strengthen elements of prevention in social rehabilitation services against the 

consequences of poverty and social exclusion  

 Revise legislation to protect against over-indebtedness  

 Subsistence minimum increase in parallel to the increasing cost of living and also the 

adjust benefits in material need  

 To complete elaboration of the concept of social housing  

 Support community principle in the provision of benefits, social services and social 

housing 

 Promote real social economy  

 In the Social Services Act to add services for undocumented migrants, immigrants 

and asylum seekers  

 To train public officials about the forms of support to people experiencing poverty 

and social exclusion, to prevent retention of their rights and discrimination; 

simultaneously connect better social services and services provided by labor offices - 

mutual respect  

 Better and more effectively linking social policy, public health issues, education, 

policies to increase employment, environment and housing at the level of legislation, 

public administration, public administration, regions, cities and municipalities 

A comprehensive approach is the key to reducing the number of people living in poverty 
and social exclusion. Minimum income represents a fuse to protect their dignity.  
President of the Slovak Anti-Poverty Network (SAPN) Zuzana Kusá reported on the 
debate on minimum income, which takes place in Slovak. It also incorporates a greater 
amount of non-governmental organizations and groups of people living in poverty, with 
whom SAPN long-term cooperation.  
 
Zuzana Kusá emphasized relative term, adequate and available income, which in 
conditions of Slovak Republic is a benefit in material need. This dose is analogous to the 
"minimum income" and depends on the political and economic decisions, whether it will 
be possible to make the above adequately and timely respond to changes in the 
consumer basket.  
 
Fintan Farrell, founder of the European Anti-Poverty Network (EAPN) and coordinator of 
the project EMIN highlighted, in particular the European context of the campaign for 
minimum income and the importance of its unification in the Member States in order to 
maintain democratic principles. The scheme called minimum income as an important 
element in the fight against poverty and social exclusion. He also introduced the last 
meeting of people living in poverty in Brussels, where the Czech delegation spoke with 
the slogan "We just want a normal life."  
 
 
EMIN project in the first phase focused on establishing a network of European 
organizations for a wide minimum income and minimum income support ideas as such. 
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The European organizations such as Feantsa, AGE Platform Europe and others have 
joined the national network in Belgium, Italy, Ireland, Denmark and Hungary. The 
activities of the project are: to analyze ongoing trends and obstacles in the 
implementation of minimum income, define minimum income in the Member States and 
the criteria for its provision. Two concepts were developed specifically aimed at the 
elderly and the homeless. The first of them deals with France, Belgium and Poland under 
the leadership of AGE Platform, second - aimed at homeless - leads Feantsa in Italy, 
France, Hungary, Romania, Great Britain, Finland and Poland. In the next phase of the 
project will be compared to national policies and assessment, as a minimum income 
scheme adopted country. Each national network is to create a "road map" at the national 
level and try to determine how they secure social protection for those who need it, and 
at a time when they need it. Economic dictate a hard impact on social policy. Adequate 
minimum income contributes to a more balanced society - and equal society is good for 
all. 

 

The European Commission supports the exchange of experiences, organization of meetings 
of project participants and their conferences. The www.eapn.com the draft EC directive that 
could unify enforce minimum income scheme. It is therefore a question of whether we are 
for the development of this Directive, or whether the minimum income will be "a matter of 
honor" of each country. On 11th-12th 2014, the 12th European Conference held on the 
issues of minimum income scheme in Brussels.  
 

The panel discussion, moderated by Katarina Klamková, director of IQ Roma service, 
and in which performed Alena Wágnerová, Evžen Adámek and Ondřej Lanský, the first held 
in the spirit of the contradiction between the minimum and basic income, value relating to 
the Charter of Fundamental Rights and Freedoms, under which people are equal, basic 
income is not subject to conditions, whether one is working or not.  
There are criteria for seeking his approval at assignment of minimum income, for example 
financial circumstances. In England in the last century determined the minimum income by 
the price of bread. Given that a citizen has the right to a dignified life, should have the basic 
means of life. This is a practical social policy. Basic income emancipatory element contains a 
neoliberal.  
1) Concentration of capital - fall into distress and exclusion  
2) The negative consequences of globalization - the need for a permanent job cuts  
3) social market economy means that subordinates social economic  
4) Deregulation of natural resources for higher profits - all contribute to the risks and the 
benefits.  
 

As a result of the social market economy, coupled with the fear of socialism is 
primary, unregulated capitalism. However, neoliberal capitalism cannot eliminate poverty.  
Man has the fundamental need for action. It's not that all who are entitled to social benefits 
are not motivated to work. It's just part of it. This is why many volunteers. The funds are, just 
need to use it properly. After World War II there was a new time work - production is 
moving into a "third world" price of labor decreases. There is a casualization of work – 
“prekariat” concept combines the concepts of precarious and proletariat.  
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There is increasing a difficulty to find the job - eg. While working part-time contracts, 
which is a problem for you and how to pay social and health insurance to secure pension.  
Accumulation does not work for a decent living. The company does not reward fundamental 
work or job training, although they are expensive however. 
 

Pluses and minuses for the adoption of minimum income scheme:  

 

Pluses, why implement the minimum income scheme:  

- Preventing the increase in the number of working poor  

- Best dignified life / basic Charter of Rights and Freedoms /  

- Emancipation, liberation of man  

- Increase technology reduces the need for human labor  

- Proceeds from human labor and natural wealth for all  

- People from vulnerable target groups want to work  

- A suitable alternative to the batch system, which is not uniform - but first must unify social 

policy of the  

- Benefits in material need not work, are not available at the time and quickly paid  

- Batch system is not omnipotent, 1.5 miles of persons in the Czech Republic is below the 

poverty line  

- Neoliberal capitalism does not remove poverty  

- Conflict between two policies - the man responsible for himself x appreciation of human 

achievements in work and society  

- Unify EU legislation - the foundation of human dignity  

 

Minuses, why not implement the minimum income scheme 

- People stop work  

- Without resolving foreclosures has no minimum income importance  

- Required activation of people on benefits  

- Abuse of social benefits (according to survey O. Lánského is only 5%o)  

- The problem with people who have long-term welfare benefits  

- Focus on different target group - unemployed, no person on social benefits 

- The limitations of time - to bridge the period of work  

 

Other recommendations in the implementation of a minimum income scheme:  

- Development of social economy  

- Awareness and Prevention  

- Education of children  

- Personal experience with a visit to socially excluded communities  

- hour  wage x  pay for performance  
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- return beck the social agenda of the social union offices, no Work offices  

- Minimum income to also include people caring for disabled family member  

- The need to resolve the question of how high we want to provide protection to its citizens  

- Dignity for everyone  

- It is not possible to enforce the directive without changing public attitudes  

 

Obstacles in the implementation of minimum income scheme:  

- Delaying payment of benefits  

- execution  

- You cannot come out of the circle of persons assessed together  

- Social policy to solve the consequences, not causes  

- The issue of employment services  

- Not enough counseling centers for persons in crisis  

- Poor working conditions  

- Not all the work is paid (education of children)  

- Categorization of people and labeling ("socially maladjusted")  

 

Methods tested on the target group:  

- The question here is to include health insurance  

- Calculation of how much it would cost the state  

- Specification: verification purposes discussion of what we see - what should be the criteria 

for obtaining a minimum income.  

 

 

Conclusion - Czech situation:  

The Czech Republic has about 15 million people in poverty. The system of social benefits 

exists, but is not sufficiently effective tool for reducing poverty and social exclusion barriers. 

The concept of minimum income scheme gives people living in poverty a chance at a decent 

life. It is based on the assumption of a European framework, which aims EMIN project.  

EAPN Czech Republic will interpellate the Minister of Labor and Social Affairs, Mrs. Michaela 

Marsková, that connects to the progressive steps in the introduction of a minimum income 

scheme. In parallel lead a discussion with experts to identify and establish criteria for 

minimum income. Completes the national report - an analysis of the minimum income 

scheme and make it to the outputs of the conference. 
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Media coverage of the conference:  
 
 
1. Web site of the Senate  
http://www.senat.cz/cinnost/galerie.php?aid=15546 
 
 
2.  Website Zdenek Škromach  
http://www.skromach.cz/item/konference-to-issue-a minimal-income earners 
 
 
3.  Parliamentary leaves  
http://www.parlamentnilisty.cz/zpravy/tiskovezpravy/Konference-bude-resit-chudobu-v-
Ceske-republice-338071 
 
4.  Czech Television,  Udalosti (the main evening news program)  
http://www.ceskatelevize.cz/ivysilani/1097181328-
udalosti/214411000101007/obsah/355482-cesi-ohrozeni-chudobou 
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